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larger and more civilized population and a better
organized army. But the King of Spain became more
powerful because he was at the same time sovereign
in other lands.

At the end of the fifteenth century there were five
great reigning families in Europe: those of France,
England, Spain, Austria and Burgundy. The house of
Burgundy, even after the defeat of Charles the Bold,
was in possession of all the Low Countries, the richest
in the world, and of Franche-Comte. The house of
Austria had all the German provinces of the Alps
(Austria, Styria, Carinthia, Carniola, Tyrol), and it
was from this family that the electoral princes were
in the habit of choosing the Emperor of Germany.

The house of Austria was feeble and poor until the
end of the fifteenth century. It strengthened itself by
marriages with the heiresses of the greatest European
families. A poet of the Austrian court had summed
up this policy in two Latin verses :

"Let others make war; but thou, fortunate Austria,
marry, for that which Mars (the god of war) gives
to others, Venus (goddess of love) gives to thee/'
The Emperor Frederick, "of the empty pocket," mar-
ried his son Maximilian to Mary of Burgundy, daugh-
ter of Charles the Bold, and the heiress of the Low
Countries. Maximilian, in his turn, married his son
Philip the Handsome to Jane, daughter of Ferdinand
of Aragon and of Isabella of Castile, heiress of all
the kingdoms of Spain and of the Kingdom of Naples.
Their eldest son, Charles, found himself at the
same time King of Spain, and of Naples, Archduke
of Austria, seignior of the Low Countries and of